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Leadership
By Patrick J. Johanns,
Alpha Theta 1981,
Grand Recorder

As I left the Supreme Council meeting January 18, I had a 6+ hour drive back to Iowa
City to think about the situations we discussed, the plans we made, and the actions
we started to make those visions happen. It made me think about leadership and
some of the research I had done in the area.We tried to identify the traits and
actions of good leaders and compare them to the traits and actions of people who
were considered good managers. Now there is overlap between the two because
many good managers are also leaders. I like this quote to help simplify the concept
of a good leader.

““TThhee  ffiirrsstt  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  aa  lleeaaddeerr  iiss  ttoo  ddeeffiinnee  rreeaalliittyy..    TThhee  llaasstt  iiss  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaannkk
yyoouu..  IInn  bbeettwweeeenn,,  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr  iiss  aa  sseerrvvaanntt..”” Max de Pree

A leader 1) creates a vision of what can be, 2) inspires people to work toward that
vision, and 3) develops and recognizes the efforts of those who contributed to the
achievement of the vision.

““AA  lleeaaddeerr  iiss  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  hheellppss  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  lliivveess  
ooff  ootthheerr  ppeeooppllee  oorr  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  ssyysstteemm  tthheeyy  lliivvee  uunnddeerr..”” Sam Houston

We have good leaders in our Fraternity and they are not limited to those serving on the Supreme Council. Not all started
out as leaders, but their willingness to step forward to work toward the visions inspired by our Three Objects helped them
become leaders.

The growth of our Fraternity in chapters, members, programs, and outreach were topics that the Supreme Council and those
in attendance discussed in our meetings and sometimes far into the evening.  See the summary of the meeting minutes for some
of the topics that were discussed. One action taken can have a direct impact on you.

The Supreme Council decided to show its support for the Professional Fraternity Association’s (PFA) Leadership Institute.  This
will be a terrific service offering to the PFA members! Based on the content of the book, The Leadership Challenge, this
Leadership Institute will create relationships, share important leadership concepts, and develop skills in its participants. This
will be a   weekend program which is currently planned for the weekend of May 29 – 31 in Atlanta.  Stay tuned for details on
how you can attend. Universities often support the attendance at programs like this so check your school for possible funds.
It is a great opportunity to improve yourself and develop skills that will help your chapter and your life after school.

http://www.alphachisigma.org
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Collegiate Reminders
By  Helen M.M. Webster, Alpha Rho 1994, Grand Collegiate Alchemist

Funds for House Chapter Repairs

• Alcohol Awareness training must be completed by each 
chapter at least once a year.  This goes for all chapters, 
regardless of age of members, or year in school.  This 
includes graduate students.  If you have any problems 
securing or locating a class, please contact the National        
Office, your DC or myself.  We’re here to help!

• Submit your chapter’s initiation confirmation report as 
soon as possible following initiation so we can finish 
recording your new members and send the membership        
certificates and cards.

• Make sure all fees are paid prior to initiation. 

• Don’t wait until June 15 to submit reports that can be 
submitted any time! For example, officer lists should be 
submitted immediately after an election; PBI forms 

should be submitted prior to a PIC or PRC; audits can be 
submitted any time they are completed, etc. There’s no 
reason to wait!

• Review the Star Chapter criteria to make sure you 
submit all necessary reports on time. 

• When the National Office sends a check to a chapter’s 
treasurer, the check always will include a note on the 
memo line. The note will indicate what the check is for.       
If the check is for lifetime membership fee refunds for 
people who depledged, the memo line will mention a 
refund and the depledges’ names. It is the chapter’s 
responsibility to return the $145 refunds to the correct 
depledges. Chapters should cash all checks from the 
National Office in a timely manner.

Alpha Chi Sigma maintains a fund that provides loans to
collegiate chapters to use for housing-related costs.

Chapters can take out low-interest loans from this fund to
use for emergency repairs to a chapter house or to use as
seed money for a new chapter house.

To apply for a loan or for more information, contact the
National Office.  

Dear Brothers,
Congratulations on making it to the halfway point in the school year!  Rush will soon be starting for some of you, while others
will be wrapping up initiations. Still others will be preparing for District Conclaves and other spring events. With that said, it’s
always a good idea to discuss and keep in mind upcoming deadlines. Meeting these deadlines are useful for many things, including
earning One-Star and Three-Star Awards for your chapters, as well as keeping your chapter and member information current with
the National Office. Some information I would like you all to keep in mind includes:

And, last but not least - Ask questions! There are many people who can help answer questions when you have them – The Grand
Collegiate Alchemist, your District Counselor, and the National Office. We are all here to help!  Keeping these things in mind will
ensure a successful semester.  Good luck to everyone!!

http://www.alphachisigma.org/page.aspx?pid=494
mailto:gca@alphachisigma.org
mailto:gca@alphachisigma.org
mailto:gca@alphachisigma.org
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
http://www.alphachisigma.org/page.aspx?pid=388
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
http://www.alphachisigma.org/page.aspx?pid=388
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The Supreme Council met in Meeting Room B of the Courtyard by Marriott in Castleton, Indiana on January
17 – 18.  Below is a summary of some of the items discussed and actions taken.

1.  Nominating Committee – Calvin Bond has been appointed as the new committee chair.

2.  Installation of Delta Delta – Installation of Delta Delta at Southeast Missouri State University in Cape 
Girardeau, MO – Installation went well and the occasion allowed good informal discussions for the SC.

3.  Harassment – Reports of harassment between collegiate members is a matter of concern.  We will 
discuss what actions can be taken to be proactive on mitigating this matter.

4.  Albion College – It is the opinion of the GCA and their DC that Albion College be granted colony 
status.  The Supreme Council approved proposition 4527 moving them to Colony status with Alpha Beta 
as a parent chapter.

5.  Philadelphia University, Kappa Reactivation at the University of Kansas, and Winthrop University – 
We hope to move these to colony status by the end of the spring semester. 

6.  Pre-Colonies will now be referred to as Collegiate Groups. 

7.  Other Collegiate Groups – We have relatively new or brand new Collegiate Groups at Oregon State 
University, Christopher Newport University in Virginia, Northern Illinois University, and Westminster 
University in Missouri. We also have strong interest at the University of Chicago, University of Evansville,     
Florida A&M University, University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, and Shepard University in West Virginia. 

8.  Midwestern University – The students at this professional school stated that they did not have the time 
for Alpha Chi Sigma, with all of the other organizations available on campus, so they are no longer a 
Collegiate Group. 

9.  Petition from Beta Mu to reactive – The SC approved Proposition 4528 reactivating Beta Mu chapter 
effective January 17, 2015.

10. MOP’s – These are done being revised and will be ready to distribute soon.

11. March ACS meeting – There will be a luncheon at the Bubba Gump Shrimp Factory at the Spring ACS 
meeting in Denver.  Students attending the luncheon will have their lunch paid for.

12.   KC Pro Group is preparing their petition to become a Chapter.

13. St Louis Pro - They have met all but one remaining condition of their probation and are making 
progress to return to full active status as a Professional Chapter. 

14.  The SC unanimously passed a proposition inducting Jim and Jenny Marshall into the Elixir of Life Club 
for their contributions to the Fraternity and The HEXAGON.

15.Budget – The budget for 2015 was examined.  It will be finalized in a couple weeks when some final 
numbers are received.

16. Expansion – The SC, Expansion Committee Chairs, and invited guests had a lengthy forum discussing 
expansion opportunities, policies and strategies for both the professional and collegiate branches.

17.   Website redesign – Those assembled broke into groups to consider aspects of the website redesign. The 
ideas generated were analyzed and included in a document to go to the firm leading the redesign effort.

Highlights from the Supreme Council Meeting 
January 17-18, 2015

mailto:bondca@uvu.edu
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Meet the Supreme Council

By my junior year as a chemical
engineering major at Mizzou, I
had known of Alpha Chi Sigma
for a while. The Brothers of

Delta Chapter would hand out fliers about the fraternity
around campus with the zeal of Gideon’s passing out bibles.  I
decided to join the Delta Chapter during the fall of 1996.  That
fall, I had just moved from the dorms to an apartment and had
a rough go at it with a new roommate.  Rather than stay at the
apartment missing the friendships I had at the dorm, I started
thinking of activities that would get me out so I could meet
new people.  My classmates encouraged me to join ΑΧΣ;
they’d been trying to get me to join for about a year.  While I
didn’t care for the social fraternities on campus, ΑΧΣ seemed
like an opportunity to meet new friends who also happened
to be passionate about chemical engineering and chemistry.
I pledged thinking it would be a passing pursuit and then
initiation came along with new friendships.  Alpha Chi Sigma
ended up changing my life!  After 19 years, some of my
closest friends hail from the time I was a Delta collegiate.
Later, when I was District Counselor, that network grew to
include people from throughout the country.  Shy and 21 in
Missouri, I never thought Alpha Chi Sigma would shape me
into someone that’s excited to make social calls to Brothers
as far as Maryland.

I definitely have to say my favorite thing about being a member
is the wonderful people that make up ΑΧΣ. Many Brothers
have become the type of friend I can call upon no matter what,
such as Jason Ellis, Dave Lloyd, Kim Tomko, and Brian Kleiber
from my time as a collegiate at Delta.  These Brothers met
their spouses in Alpha Chi Sigma and I have been humbled to
participate in their weddings and share in the lives of their
children.  When I was Central District Counselor, collegiate
Brothers, such as Rachel Palasky, Sarah Pickett, and Oliver
Penrose gave me a chance to pay it forward and mentor them.
They now have risen to the task of being DC’s in their own
districts. Oh, and the stories that come out of all the

friendships I’ve made could fill a book. The Conclave in
Blacksburg, Virginia in 2004 is still a source of many chuckles
such as a butter eating contest between Randy Weinstein, OA,
and myself to settle who had to be the chair of the District
Counselors. Or my roommate, now GMC Kip Nalley, who
will never admit to the fact the he was instrumental in
facilitating the theft of my mattress by giving some Beta Rho’s
his room key.

Professionally, I happen to be an Assistant Professor of
Chemical Engineering at Kettering University in Flint, Michigan.
It is a small private school formerly known as the General
Motors Institute and in 2010 I was the second chemical
engineering professor to join the faculty to help start the
program. I actually interviewed at Kettering University and
flew to Conclave at Athens, Ohio. Prior to Kettering, I worked
as a Research Engineer at the Missouri University of Science
and Technology in Rolla managing the Laboratory for
Transportation Fuels and Polymer Processing from 2006 to
2010.  The move to Rolla was a difficult transition for me since
I had a boisterous life in Columbia, Missouri.  Without the Beta
Delta’s, I would have been climbing the walls while in Rolla.
Being a member of ΑΧΣ has had a profound impact on my
professional life. My Chapter Advisor, Dr. John Adams, OA,
has been my mentor and guide fraternally, as a classroom
instructor, and on my doctoral committee. Dr. Gary
Anderson, OA, has been instrumental in providing advice for
applying for the grants which enabled the research portion of
my career as a professor.

As Grand Professional Alchemist, my goals are pretty straight-
forward.  The GPA is in charge of the Professional Branch and
fundraising.  When I graduated college in 1999, I saw in the
Professional Branch untapped potential.  My hope is to see
the Professional Branch grow in active participation and this
hope will take time and energy to realize.  A key to growth in
the Professional Branch is to work on engaging our members
at various times in their lives.  We need to work on not only

The next three issues of The Chrome and Blue will help you get to know each member of the Supreme Council.

Spotlight on Dr. Jonathan E. Wenzel
Delta, 1996 - Grand Professional Alchemist

Continued on page 5

mailto:gpa@alphachisigma.org
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talking but listening to one another; the virtue of the
Professional Branch is its geographic, cultural, and
generational diversity.  Alpha Chi Sigma is like a living
entity which is evolving with our society.  The Alpha Chi
Sigma that Brothers initiated into in 1950 is considerably
different than the Alpha Chi Sigma that Brothers are
initiated into in 2015.  While the Collegiate Branch is
college students mostly between 19 and 23, professionals
are 23 and up - some are starting their careers, some
are balancing careers and families, while others are
retired.  Each group has differing needs as well as level
and type of commitment.  As GPA, with the Supreme
Council, we are working on engaging our Professional
Brothers whether by letters, articles, conversations,
events, or a new website.  We are doing this with the
hard work, enthusiasm, and support of our Professional
Expansion Committee Chair, Kerri Federico, the
Professional Representatives, our current Professional
Chapters and Groups, our District Counselors, and

collegiate members.  Through increased interactions
promoting true and lasting friendship, our core value,
Alpha Chi Sigma can increase the number of Professional
Chapters and Groups.  

If I were to offer any advice to Collegiate and Professional
Brothers, it would be this.  Stay in touch!  Get to know
one another!  Participate!  If you are passionate about
something, do it and if you don’t like something then
work to fix it instead of just complaining!  My life has
become a rich tapestry because I decided to reach out
as a shy 21 year old and get to know the fraternity,
contribute, and help carry the spirit of ΑΧΣ.  Alpha Chi
Sigma’s greatest asset, to put it simply, is the women and
men that make up the organization.  It is you!  Stay
involved and add value to what it means to be a member.
People will take note and remember your enthusiasm.
You never know, through these interactions you can
help positively transmute someone’s destiny.

Continued from page 4

Spotlight on Dr. Jonathan E. Wenzel
Delta, 1996 - Grand Professional Alchemist

Officer lists, member lists and annual reports of activities are
due to the National Office by March 31. The National Office will
send member lists to the Professional Chapters by February 16. 

Professional Chapter reports due March 31st!

Corrosive Safety Rules
Source:  Advanced Chemical Safety

• Wear adequate eye and face protection
• Maintain and use proper eye, face, hand, and body protection
• Prevent exposure to corrosive chemical fumes and vapors
• Provide adequate ventilation
• Maintain and use adequate personal decontamination equipment
• Transport corrosive chemicals in secondary containment
• Pour chemicals properly

mailto:gpa@alphachisigma.org
http://chemical-safety.com/labsafety.htm
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What’s Happening Around the Fraternity

Calling all Brothers! Help Needed at Beta Phi Initiation! 

I am Maggi Braasch-Turi, the Master Alchemist of the Beta Phi Chapter at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology
in Rapid City, SD. Due to our large influx of pledges this year, we are in need of some assistance at our initiation. We have an
active class of nine brothers and a pledge class of 16. Because of our small chapter size, we need help setting up for initiation
and to ensure that it runs smoothly. Initiation is February 28, 2015 and setup will occur the night before.

The chapter can provide sleeping places for those who are able to come and help.  We look forward to hearing from you,
meeting you, and getting to know more of our Brothers. Please contact Jeremy Goens, our Master of Ceremonies, if you are
interested in helping out!  

Meet with Alpha Chi Sigma Brothers at Pittcon

When: Wednesday, March 11 at 11:30 am 
Where: Mulate’s (across the street from the Convention Center in NOLA)

201 Julia Street  |  New Orleans, LA  70130
RSVP: Tim Deschaines

Alpha Chi Sigma luncheon at ACS Meeting

Brothers attending the 248th American Chemical Society National Meeting and Exposition in Denver are  cordially invited to
the traditional Alpha Chi Sigma luncheon on Tuesday, March 23 starting at 11 am. 

The luncheon is an opportunity to meet and dine with Brothers from around the nation. 

Please join us at Bubba Gump Shrimp at 1437 California Street, Denver, CO 80202. The price is $25 per person, payable
at the luncheon. Collegiate members are invited at attend for free as guests of the Fraternity. Guests of Brothers also are
welcome. 

Register for the luncheon by contacting Grand Professional Alchemist Jonathan Wenzel 
at 573-999-1753 or gpa@alphachisigma.org. 

Beta Mu Chapter Reactivated!

Congratulations to the reactivated Beta Mu
Chapter at Occidental College! The Supreme
Council unanimously passed a Proposition
on January 17, 2015 to officially reactivate
the Beta Mu Chapter of the Alpha Chi Sigma
Fraternity to full active Chapter status.

Be on the look-out for information on the
upcoming installation. 

mailto:Jeremy.Goens@mines.sdsmt.edu
mailto:tdeschaines@yahoo.com
mailto:gpa@alphachisigma.org
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As of January 16, the following chapters submitted initiation paperwork and/or
payments on time for fall 2014. Thank you and keep up the good work!

Thumbs Up!

Alpha
Beta
Gamma
Delta
Epsilon
Zeta
Iota
Mu
Pi
Rho
Sigma
Tau
Alpha Beta
Alpha Theta
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Rho
Alpha Upsilon

Alpha Omega
Beta Gamma
Beta Delta
Beta Eta
Beta Nu
Beta Rho
Beta Sigma
Beta Psi
Gamma Beta
Gamma Delta
Gamma Eta
Gamma Theta
Gamma Iota
Gamma Kappa
Gamma Nu
Gamma Xi
Gamma Omicron

Gamma Tau
Gamma Phi
Gamma Chi
Gamma Omega
Delta Alpha
Delta Beta
Delta Gamma
Delta Delta
Boston University Colony
Beta Iota Colony
UC-Irvine Colony
University of Tampa Colony
University of New Orleans Colony
Winthrop University Pre-Colony
Philadelphia University Pre-Colony

As of January 16, the following chapters have initiation paperwork and/or payments
pending from fall 2014. Please contact the National Office if you have any questions.

Alpha Epsilon

Thumbs Down!

Each Tuesday,  Wednesday and Thursday afternoon, the current versions of the active logs and the delinquency list are
posted online. Be sure to check the website frequently and let us know if our records are not up to date.

In the December issue of the Chrome and Blue, we introduced you to the Alpha
Chi Sigma Design and Promotion Policy. It is highly recommended that chapters
submit designs to the National Office for review by the Grand Master of
Ceremonies prior to producing the items. Please use the promotional items
approval form and contact the Grand Master of Ceremonies or the National
Office with any questions. 

Promotional Items Approval Form

mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
http://www.alphachisigma.org/document.doc?id=694
http://www.alphachisigma.org/document.doc?id=693
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
http://www.alphachisigma.org/page.aspx?pid=351
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The Chrome and Blue is a newsletter published monthly during the academic year 
primarily for collegiate chapter officers and District Counselors. It also provides information useful 

to the rest of the Grand Chapter and to any interested Brothers. 
It serves to communicate news, reminders and updates in a timely manner.

CALENDAR

Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity
6296 Rucker Road, Suite B  |  Indianapolis, IN 46220

(800) ALCHEMY  |  national@alphachisigma.org

FEBRUARY
2211 Tri-District Conclave (Gateway, Central and Great Plains) 

hosted by Delta Chapter. 
2211 Initiation at Beta Tau Chapter.
2288 Initiations at Beta Phi and Gamma Zeta Chapter.

MARCH
11 Founder Harold E. Eggers was born in 1882.
22 Founder Bart Eldred McCormick was born in 1882.
77 Initiation at UC-Irvine Colony of Beta Gamma.
1111 Meet with Alpha Chi Sigma Brothers at Pittcon. RSVP to Tim Deschaines.
2211 Inititations at Delta Beta and U of New Orleans Colony of Delta Beta.
2244 Alpha Chi Sigma luncheon at the 248th American Chemical Society 

National Meeting and Exposition in Denver. RSVP to Grand Professional 
Alchemist Jonathan Wenzel.  

3311 Professional chapter reports due to the National Office.

APRIL
11 Deadline to submit items for the summer issue of The HEXAGON.
1111 Mu Chapter 2nd Annual Alumni Banquet and Professional Induction for seniors. 

Contact Megan Van Hoose for more information.  
2255 Initiation at Mu Chapter. 
3300 Deadline to submit your chapter’s bid to host the 53rd Biennial Conclave. 

www.facebook.com/alphachisigma @alphachisigma

mailto:cdc@alphachisigma.org
mailto:tdeschaines@yahoo.com
mailto:gpa@alphachisigma.org
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
mailto:alumnisecretarymuchapter@gmail.com
http://www.alphachisigma.org/page.aspx?pid=616
mailto:national@alphachisigma.org
http://www.facebook.com/alphachisigma

