Bill Courtney (Delta ’91)

Member of St. Louis Chapter since 1995. Currently President of the St. Louis Chapter.  Over the last 29 years has served as Grand Professional Alchemist (2008-2010); Professional Representative; President, Vice President, and Secretary of the St. Louis Chapter.

After receiving his BS in Chemistry from the University of Missouri, he started his career as a QC chemist in the St. Louis area. In 1996, he moved to Washington University in radiopharmaceutical development, later joining the efforts of the Human Genome Project with the McDonnel Genome Institute. In 2010, Bill opened Cheese-ology Macaroni & Cheese, a popular quick-casual restaurant in the Delmar Loop neighborhood of St. Louis.  Cheese-ology became the unofficial home of the St. Louis Chapter for the next 5 years. Bill returned to Washington University in 2015, this time in Research Administration. Bill is now the Director of Research Administration for the School of Arts & Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis.  In this role he and his team oversee the outgoing grant applications and incoming grant funds for over 400 faculty in the Arts & Sciences. In FY24, they received over $60M in grant funding. 

As PR, Bill hopes to work with the Grand Professional Alchemist to help bolster and in some cases rebuild the relationships between our professional and collegiate chapters.  Transitioning from the collegiate world to the professional world can be a bit overwhelming for new chemists. Having a great network of professionals to assist in your professional development has proven to be a successful cog in any career building strategy.
