Tie-Dye Patterns: A Few Simple Ideas
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Ideas for patterns for a tie-dye are endless....  Dyers can be wonderfully creative, but they may want some ideas for the first time.  Try some of these successful patterns, being sure to fully drench your tied-up shirt in dye solutions.

· Spirals.  Spread shirt out with the front side down.  Grasp where you want the center of the spiral and carefully twist, keeping shirt flat on the tabletop.  It will look like a pie shape.  Use rubber bands to hold the shape.  Be careful that the center of the spiral is not in a place that you do not want!  Apply the colors to make the look that you want....  Usually that means coloring in the wedges of the “pie” with two or more colors.  Turn over and REPEAT.

· Stripes.  Fold shirt in accordion pleats with the fold direction perpendicular to the direction that you want the stripes to be.  Rubber band it together; usually this requires some help for this design!  Apply the dye in bands (perpendicular to the folds!) on the long tube of folded cloth.  Be especially careful to fully saturate the shirt with dye for this design; it is the toughest to get completely dyed!

· Sunburst.  Grab the wet shirt at the center of where you want to place your sun, and lift both layers of fabric off the table.  The rest of the shirt should dangle from this point.  Rubber band this “tube” of fabric and dye the tip in your sun color.  Apply remaining colors in bands beyond the sun spot.  Be careful to squirt dye into the center of the folds of the fabric, so the shirt is completely dyed!

· Fire.  Grab pieces of the shirt and twist rubber bands around these areas.  Apply dyes.  (This one usually looks like spots of colors.)

· Crinkle.  Lie shirt flat on table and fluff up some areas and twist others.  This pattern is more difficult to bind with rubber bands, but you can do it!  Apply dyes in random patterns.

